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Words of Wisdom
Marriage and Relationship

The Mother
... Of course the whole idea of marriage is amusing because I
consider the thing childish.

You know in Auroville there will be no marriages. If a man and a
woman love each other and want to live together they may do so
without any ceremony. If they want to separate they can also do so
freely. Why should people be compelled to stay together when

they have ceased to love each other?

A lot of crimes would be prevented if people were free in this
respect. They would not have to hide things from one another or

even commit crimes to be separated. Of course, if they truly love



each other they will continue to live together always naturally,
without being forced to do so by any law. That is why this

ceremony and ritual of marriage is so childish.

Children born in Auroville will have no family name. They will
have just the first name.
15 Jun 1968, Pg 236, Vol 13, CWM

(Mother suggested that the following letter of hers about marriage be
published with the statement above.)

To unite your physical lives, your material interests, to become
partners in order to face together the difficulties and successes, the
defeats and victories of life — that is the very foundation of

marriage, but you already know that it is not enough.

To be united in your sensations, to have the same aesthetic tastes
and enjoyments, to be moved in common by the same things, one
through the other and one for the other — that is good, that is

necessary, but it is not enough.

To be one in your deeper feelings, to keep a mutual affection and
tenderness that never vary in spite of all the blows of life and can
withstand every weariness and irritation and disappointment, to
be always and on every occasion happy, extremely happy, to be
together, to find in every circumstance tranquility, peace and joy
in each other — that is good, that is very good, that is

indispensable, but it is not enough.



To unite your minds, to harmonise your thoughts and make them
complementary, to share your intellectual preoccupations and
discoveries; in short, to make your sphere of mental activity
identical through a widening and enrichment acquired by both at
once — that is good, that is absolutely necessary, but it is not

enough.

Beyond all that, in the depths, at the centre, at the summit of the
being, there is a Supreme Truth of being, an Eternal Light,
independent of all the circumstances of birth, country,
environment, education; That is the origin, cause and master of
our spiritual development; it is That which gives a permanent
direction to our lives; it is That which determines our destinies; it
is in the consciousness of That that you must unite. To be one in
aspiration and ascension, to move forward at the same pace on the

same spiritual path, that is the secret of a lasting union.
Mar 1933, Pg 291, Vol 14, C'WWM

For instance, love between human beings, in all its forms, the love
of parents for children, of children for parents, of brothers and
sisters, of friends and lovers, is all tainted with ignorance,
selfishness and all the other defects which are man’s ordinary
drawbacks; so instead of completely ceasing to love — which,
besides, is very difficult as Sri Aurobindo says, which would
simply dry up the heart and serve no end — one must learn how
to love better: to love with devotion, with self-giving,
self-abnegation, and to struggle, not against love itself, but against
its distorted forms: against all forms of monopolising, of
attachment, possessiveness, jealousy, and all the feelings which

accompany these main movements. Not to want to possess, to



dominate; and not to want to impose one’s will, one’s whimes,
one’s desires; not to want to take, to receive, but to give; not to
insist on the other’s response, but be content with one’s own love;
not to seek one’s personal interest and joy and the fulfilment of
one’s personal desire, but to be satisfied with the giving of one’s
love and affection; and not to ask for any response. Simply to be
happy to love, nothing more. If you do that, you have taken a great
stride forward and can, through this attitude, gradually advance
farther in the feeling itself, and realise one day that love is not
something personal, that love is a universal divine feeling which
manifests through you more or less finely, but which in its essence

is something divine.
19 Sep 1956, Pg 301, Vol 08, CWM

Certainly one has the right to love and true love carries in itself its
joy, but unhappily human beings are egoistic and immediately
mix with their love the desire to be loved in return, and this desire
is contrary to spiritual truth and the cause of passions and

sufferings.

The one you love must have the right of freedom in her feelings
and if you want the truth you must understand this right and
accept it. Otherwise there will be no end to your miseries. This is
an occasion to surmount your egoism and to open to the true life.
If you decide to make this effort my help will be with you.

Vol 14, CWM



At first one loves only when one is loved.
Next, one loves spontaneously, but one wants to be loved in
return.
Then one loves even if one is not loved, but one still wants one's
love to be accepted.
And finally one loves purely and simply, without any other need
or joy than that of loving,.

15 April 1966, Vol 14, CWM

Love is not sexual intercourse.
Love is not vital attraction and interchange.
Love is not the heart's hunger for affection.
Love is a mighty vibration coming straight from the One, and only
the very pure and very strong are capable of receiving and
manifesting it.
To be pure is to be open only to the Supreme’s influence and to no
other.

Vol 14, CWM



